
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Saturday, November 19th was our eighth annual Synod, during which we celebrated the many advances of the Gospel
in New England through the Anglican Diocese in New England. There have been many new developments in missions
across the region in addition to the exciting vote that cleared the way for the consecration of our new cathedral, All
Saints' Anglican Cathedral, in Amesbury. This year we are engaging our diocese in more discipleship and disciple-
making through involvement with 3DM ministries and other ministry initiatives, including a more robust focus on
church planting and the addition of a Ugandan archdeaconry. These new initiatives build on almost a decade of work
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that has now grown us to 28 churches and missions, along with partnerships with various ministries across the region
and beyond.

The theme for this year's Synod was on being built into a spiritual house, based on 1 Peter 2:5: "You also, like living
stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ." The cathedral is a physical picture of a spiritual reality that we pray the diocese will become: a
vibrant center of ministry and refreshment for those seeking to grow in Christ. Each parish and mission is an integral
part of building this house that we call The Anglican Diocese in New England, and each has the opportunity to be a
center of vibrant ministry to their communities as the Cathedral will be to New England.

This is the end of our calendar year, and we are asking our ministry partners to make a generous gift to the Anglican
Diocese in New England. Good foundations for great works are essential. Can I count on you for a significant gift to the
Anglican Diocese of New England as we take a major step in providing a solid foundation for this great work that God
is building up?

If you are able to give, please make checks out to the Anglican Diocese in New England and send them to our diocesan
offices at 6 Allens Ct., Amesbury, MA 01913. For an easier donation process you may donate online by visitingwww.ad-
ne.org/make-a-donation.

We could not build this great initiative of God without you. Thank you so much for your continued help and prayers.

Yours in Christ,

 
Bishop Bill Murdoch
Anglican Diocese in New England

QUICK LINKS

ADNE Website
ADNE News
ACNA Website

Give	to	the	mission!

BISHOP'S
CALENDAR

Embracing the Mission of Service
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December 18
All Saints' Anglican Church

Attleboro, MA

January 8-13
College of Bishops

Melbourne, FL

January 25-27
Summit for Life
Washington, DC

PRAYER CORNER

  
Continue to pray for the
ADNE and the resources we need
to do the work God has given us
to do. 
 
Pray for Bishop Bill, for rest and
time with family and friends during
this Christmas season. 
 
Pray for the Council of Canons:
Alex Cameron, Ross Kimball,
Andrea Mueller, and Susan
Skillen.

Pray for All Saints Anglican
Church (Attleboro, MA) as they
continue their search for a new
rector; along with The Rev. Bill
Blomquist, for his new position as
Interim Vicar at New Hope, Oakville,
also in the midst of their search for a
permanent vicar.

As always, refer to the ADNE
Cycle of Prayer each week.

EVENTS

On Saturday, December 10, Bishop Bill Murdoch ordained two of our brothers to the
diaconate at All Saints' Anglican Cathedral. Adam Gosnell, a minister formally in the
Southern Baptist tradition, has been in the ordination process for the past year and
now joins Anglican Orders. His wife, Rebecca, and son, Joseph, as well as his parents
attended the celebration. He was joined by Craig Vickerman, a member of All Saints'
Cathedral parish. Craig has been involved in ministry, particularly youth pastoring,
for many years and began his journey of discernment in Texas. He moved to New
England to finish his degree and discernment process at Gordon Conwell Theological
Seminary through the ADNE. His wife, Ana, and their two children, Andrew and
Aléthea, along with friends and family, were at the service to celebrate with him.

The ordination service included their oath of conformity, canonical obedience, and
adherence to the Scriptures after each was presented. The Litany for Ordinations was
led by The Rev. Thom Flowers, priest at All Saints' Cathedral. The sermon followed, in
which Bishop Bill preached on the call and purpose of the diaconal order: a call to
carry the words of God in heart and mouth, and to serve the Lord and His Church
with confidence. Bishop Bill focused on St. Paul's letter to Timothy regarding the
character and good example of a deacon, and, seeing as both Adam and Craig are
married, the role of service that a deacon holds not only in the Church but in their
marriages and families.

Following the sermon, both ordinands were examined, after which they received the
laying on of hands and were ordained. Both were then able to join Bishop Bill at the
Holy Table to serve for the first time. A reception lunch followed in the Cathedral's
lower hall where friends, family, and clergy celebrated together.

Please join the ADNE in praying for our new deacons, that they may embrace their
mission of service in the Church and to the world and find their joy in Christ through
the power of the Holy Spirit.

Click here to visit our website and see the full photo gallery!
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SOMA CONFERENCE

w/Abp. Ben Kwashi
The Power and Ministry of the
Holy Spirit in the Church today

February 3-4
All Saints' Anglican Cathedral

Amesbury, MA

Stay tuned for more!

JOB OPENINGS

Worship Leader
Redeemer Anglican Church

Franklin, MA
More Information

Full-time Rector
All Saints' Anglican Church

Attleboro, MA
More information

Be sure to pass this on to anyone
qualified in search of a job! 

For more information, 
email ad-ne@ad-ne.org.

IN CASE YOU
MISSED IT

The Rev. Jeremy Phelps Installed 
at Good Shepherd

On Sunday, December 4, The Rev. Jeremy Phelps was inducted as vicar of The Anglican
Church of the Good Shepherd in Forestdale, MA.  The service was held at the Anglican
Church of the Resurrection, Brewster. The Rev. Phelps' wife, Jamie, and son, Jude, were
present as well as friends and family who were able to visit. The fullness of the service
for both churches led to a sense of excitement for new growth on Cape Cod.

Bishop Bill celebrated Holy Communion and preached a sermon on Romans 15:13:
"May the God of all hope fill you with all peace and joy in believing through the power
of the Holy Spirit." The sermon can be heard by following the link below. Please keep
The Rev. Jeremy Phelps, his family, the congregations at Good Shepherd and
Resurrection, Brewster, as well as our mission on Cape Cod in your prayers as we move
into the next year!

Check out the day's sermon and photo gallery here! 

 All Nations Academy Celebrates 10 Years
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All Saints Amesbury Named
Cathedral of the ADNE

During Synod 2016, All Saints'
Anglican Church, Amesbury, was
officially named All Saints'
Anglican Cathedral, the first
cathedral of the Anglican Diocese
in New England. Rector of All
Saints', The Rev. Dr. Nathan
Baxter, will be its new dean. Both
he and Bishop Bill are passionate
about forming a cathedral with
a mission fashioned after the
Celtic manner of evangelism and
ministry, a cathedral built to be a
ministry center and organic hub of
a larger body. Less institutional in
form, a Celtic model of cathedral
is the place where the Bishop
lands, rather than where he lives.
The consecration of All Saints'
Cathedral will occur on June 10th,
2016. A video was shown at
Synod this year and illustrates
what All Saints' is all about.  
 <<Watch the Video>> 

GAFCON Advent Letter 2016

My dear people of God,

As the season of Advent begins, I
am calling on all of us who belong
to the GAFCON movement to
make this a time when we focus
our prayer and our giving on the
great work God has called us to
do.

At the heart of our mission is the
task of restoring the Bible to its
rightful place at the centre of the
Anglican Communion and if we

If you don't know already, All Nations Church, our ADNE congregation in New Haven,
Connecticut, has its own Christian elementary school. This academic year, 2016-2017,
All Nations Christian Academy is celebrating ten years of providing high-quality,
Christian education to children in kindergarten through fourth grade in the city of New
Haven. They started this year with an enrollment of 23 students, up from 17 last year.
Their lead teachers are back this year, along with two new teacher interns to help in
each class.

"Our main focus," says Blanca Little, the school's founder, "has always been to give low-
income families in our city a chance for private school education, and through that to
bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to children."

This years All Nations Academy teachers

There are significant challenges in carrying out such a ministry. For one thing, many
parents in the inner-city have trouble believing private school is a real possibility for
them, so it's difficult to get them in the door. And then, once they're in, tuition needs to
be low (as little as $100 per month!) to make it affordable.

For the second straight year, All Nations Academy has received one of the Anglican
Church in North America's Matthew 25 grants. All new donations to the school will be
matched one for one, up to $25,000. Thankfully, they are half-way to reaching
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really believe its message, then
everything we do will be shaped
by the promise of Christ's glorious,
personal and universal return as
Saviour, Judge and Lord. In an
uncertain world, this is certain.
The election of an outsider as the
next President in the United
States and the upheaval of the
UK's vote to leave the European
Union earlier this year remind us
of the uncertainty of human rule
and the urgency of proclaiming
God's rule and kingdom. . .
.  <<Continue Reading>>  

Twelve Days of Christmas

The following prayers and lessons
for families and individuals is from
The Anglican Diocese of the
South (ADOTS). The Twelve Days
and the Epiphany are a great time
to spend a few moments each day
in prayer, scripture, and praise.
These simple devotions, based on
traditional feasts and fasts, along
with other devotional areas, are
designed to be short but focused. 

Please visit the ADOTS
website for more on their diocese,
and for a printable version of the
following devotionals . .
. <<Continue Reading>>

their target figure. Please pray for our Christian school in New Haven, as it moves
forward in its new year. Pray for support to be raised up and then matched by ACNA's
grant, and consider making a special donation to the school in its tenth year. Any
amount, large or small will now be worth double! For more information visit their
website at allnationschristianacademy.org or call (203) 467-6083.

 Episcopal Visits

November 20 - Bishop Bill visited the newly named All Saints Anglican Cathedral.
Through the course of the baptisms and confirmations of the day, he had the privilege
of baptizing his own granddaughter, Matilda Ray Murdoch.

Bishop Bill taught the sermon (which can be heard below) and afterwards proceeded to
baptize little Matilda. The Rev. Canon Susan Skillen was also present to baptize her own
granddaughter, Sylvie Marguerite Whitten. The double baptism by both grandparents
was a particularly significant occasion for both Bishop Bill and Mthr. Susan. The service
moved on to the confirmations of All Saints' parishioners John Haile and Erika McNeil.
The congregation then shared a time of fellowship and celebration.

Please join us in welcoming the two newest members of the body of Christ, Matilda and
Sylvie, and our two newest confirmands, John and Erika!

Check out the Sermon and Photo Gallery here!
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November 27 - This past Sunday, Bishop Bill celebrated for the first time at the new
location of Light of Christ, Portland, the King Middle School. It was a wonderful service
with beautiful liturgy and musical accompaniment from their worship team, during
which he received two members into the Anglican Communion: Brian and Abigail
Kileen, who also renewed their wedding vows.

Bishop Bill preached on Romans 13, particularly on verse 12, where St. Paul's writes,
"Let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light." This verse is
especially pressing now, in our secular culture, when we need to orient ourselves to live
into our Christian worldview and walk in the reality of the Kingdom and Rule of
God. To do this is to be counter-cultural in our mission. Webster's Dictionary chose a
new word of the year: "post-truth", which stands as a reflection of where we are at as a
nation. Given the season we are in, where truth and reason are in conflict with our
worldview, this puts the teaching found in Romans 13 at the forefront of our mission.

After celebrating Holy Communion, the Light of Christ community had a time of
fellowship and refreshments, during which time Bishop Bill was able to meet with The
Rev. Evan Pillsbury and church leadership to discuss the immediate future of the
Portland mission. We encourage you to attend if you're in the area at The King Middle
School on Deering Ave., in Portland, ME. Please keep them in your prayers as they
begin the new year together in their new location of worship!

Check out the photo gallery here!
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December 11 - This past Sunday was the largest attended service at Faith Anglican
Church in Lowell since its inception two years ago. Almost 70 people attended. A lively
musical worship set ushered in a beautiful service of confirmation for The Rev. Judith
Wachaga's daughter, Stephanie.

Bishop Bill preached on the Gospel reading and challenged the people regarding Jesus'
question to his followers on why they went out into the desert to see John the Baptist.
What motivated the people to seek him out? Was it to see a showy display, or was it
curiosity, or perhaps a need to hear from God? The question Jesus asked about John the
Baptist was about John's identity, and who he was validated his message. The same can
be asked about Jesus and who we think He is - why do we follow Him? Knowing the
reason we follow Him and who we think He is helps us carry His message out into the
world.

At the service, Venerable Peter Gachathi was also there with his wife, Nelly. During the
fellowship luncheon that followed the service, they were able to meet with Bishop Bill
and talk about the future of the ADNE's Kenyan archdeaconry. Venerable Peter has just
retired from being the chief pastor of an ecumenical Kenyan ministry in New England,
a significant place of leadership in which he has done an amazing job. A Kenyan meal
for the bishop, the clergy, and church members was served in the church hall following
the service, showing this community's great gift of hospitality.

Please keep Faith Anglican Church in Lowell in your prayers as they begin a new year
in their walk and mission with the Lord.

In Other News
Summit 2017 Registration Open



The Church today is challenged with a daunting task: upholding the sacredness of life in a culture that is inclined
toward death. While the tension between life and death has existed since the Garden of Eden, the Church needs to be
equipped to honor life from conception to natural death. 2017 Life Summit promises to be an encouraging and
challenging time of learning how the Church can define and defend the sacredness of life. Speakers, workshops,
testimonies, and networking opportunities will together enrich our understanding of the sacredness of life-what it is
and how we can live out the calling to protect it.

The ADNE would like to encourage all clergy and parishioners to prayerfully consider attending the upcoming
Summit for Life and subsequent March for Life in Washington, DC. Join Bishop Bill and stand with the Anglican
Communion and our ecumenical partners on this very important issue. Please visit the link below for the schedule,
hotel information, and registration. 

Mobilizing the Church for Life!

The Rev. Dr. Henry Thompson Appointed Dean of Trinity
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On December 6, 2016, the Board of Trustees of Trinity School for Ministry unanimously appointed The Rev. Dr. Henry
L. Thompson (Laurie) as the seventh Dean/President of the Seminary, effective immediately. Last May, Dr. Thompson
was appointed as the Interim Dean/President. This action of the board makes the appointment permanent. Plans are
underway for Dr. Thompson to be installed as Dean/President in early February. The Dean/President is the senior
administrator and chief academic officer of the seminary and is responsible for all of the daily operations and
fundraising efforts.

"After observing Laurie's capable leadership as Interim Dean/President over the past six months, the Board is
confident that Laurie is God's man for Trinity in this season," remarked Mr. Douglas Wicker, Chairman of Trinity's
Board. "His intimate knowledge of and love for the school are important as we move forward. Many of the faculty and
staff have also expressed their confidence in and support of Laurie's leadership in this role."

Trinity began a search for a new Dean/President when the Very Rev. Dr. Justyn Terry, Trinity's sixth Dean/President,
announced his plan to return to England. An international search identified a number of impressive candidates, but the
Board concluded that none of them was the right leader for this season. Dr. Thompson was appointed as an Interim
leader to keep the affairs of the school running smoothly while the search for a permanent leader continued. Shortly
after this interim appointment was made, many of the board members began to ask if the Spirit was guiding them to
install Laurie as the next Dean/President. After much prayer, both the Board and Dr. Thompson feel that this is,
indeed, the Lord's will.

"Every prayerful moment in the recent months has confirmed in my heart and mind that God is calling me to this
ministry and I am thrilled and honored to accept this appointment," said Laurie Thompson. "The world of theological
education is shifting and Trinity is at the forefront of transforming the way Christian leaders are trained for Mission, I



am so excited to be a part of it! I would like to give my thanks to my family and the students, faculty, board, and staff of
Trinity for their love and support." Laurie first came to Trinity in 1997 after spending 19 years in parish ministry. He has
led the Doctor of Ministry program since 2001 and has also served as the Dean of Administration and most recently as
the Dean of Advancement where he played an important role in the "Reach for the Harvest" campaign which raised
$15.4 million for various strategic initiatives. He is married to Mary W. Thompson and they have three adult children
and 9 grandchildren.

Trinity School for Ministry (www.tsm.edu) is an evangelical seminary in the Anglican tradition. Begun in 1976, the
seminary has trained more than 1,200 graduates and many others who serve in ministries all over the world. As a
global center for Christian formation, Trinity continues to produce outstanding leaders who can plant, renew, and grow
churches that make disciples of Jesus Christ.


