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A Word from Bishop Bill:

The way we, the church, are doing evangelism is not working very well. Not many are coming to Christ for salvation;
not many are being healed; not many are being delivered or set free.

When we, as committed Christ followers, go out into the world, what do we expect to see? What is our mission
objective? Or do we have one? Public debate or public preaching ended its effectiveness long ago. The context has
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changed, the culture has changed, the market place has dominated and transformed culture, and our technologies have
assaulted every manner of personal and family relationship.

What has not changed in the context of 21st century culture are the one-on-one encounters humans have. People still
talk to people. Sometimes not so well, but conversations and the value of conversational skill is still welcomed. Yet
often this is undervalued. Social skills do not seem to be as highly encouraged in family and educational systems.
These skills may be fading, but people still want to keep talking, because they need and enjoy other people's company.
Our lives seem to be hard-wired for relationships.

Yet for those who follow Jesus, though we still witness this routinely, we often pass by our neighbors with no contact,
with no opportunity to share the light we carry with those who do not know us. I spend a lot of time driving around
the Diocese. I have a lot of windshield time; it's a regular part of my life. I see hundreds of cars, often filled with several
people, flying by each other, thousands passing one another every day. In this culture, we pass each other by faster and
more often than at any other time in history.

Jesus also passed by a lot of people, though he stopped and cared for many in extraordinary ways. He had catalytic
moments of individual encounters: the woman at the well; the woman with the issue of blood; and Zacchaeus, the
short rich guy in a tree. Jesus had moments of prophetic insight, healing, teaching, story-telling, and extraordinary
touch. And though crowds followed and were taught by him, he still spent most of his time with the 12 disciples, and
out of the twelve, he shared special moments with his three closest companions. His encounters with people, whether
the multitudes or his inner circle, became stories of transformation that were multiplied in the apostolic age.

When we go out into the world, what do we expect to happen? Do we expect catalytic encounters to happen between
us and those we meet, like the ones Jesus had with those he met? This is only possible if I allow my life to be
interrupted, if I adopt a different set of expectations.

I should go out expecting interruptions may occur. Not that I need to blow off important appointments to have a
casual conversation with a stranger, but if I don't stop from time to time and consider the individuals around me,
nothing will change for me. If I go on without a willingness to engage others for the sake of sharing my story, then my
day-to-day life goes on as is, no different from any one else's; with nothing new in my self-centered expectations that I
wouldn't share with everyone else in the world.

We, the Christ followers in every generation, carry the Good News of the Gospel. We have a story of how that Good
News has changed and is continuing to change our lives. Our question is, Do we expect that our story of the Good
News can still change the lives of people we meet?

I believe that we can train and form ourselves and the people we disciple to be more effective in the conversations they
have with the people in their lives. It starts with encouraging believers to change their expectations when they leave
their home, with showing them that being open to engage with others and allowing themselves to be interrupted is the
beginning of partnering with God in sharing His story through our stories, one encounter at a time.
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ADNE Website
ADNE News
ACNA Website
St. Aidan's Institute
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Clergy Conference 2016
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BISHOP'S
CALENDAR

May 20-22
Mountain Deanery of Western

Anglicans
Billings, MT

June 4
Diaconal Ordination

All Saints' Anglican Church,
Amesbury, MA

June 5
Grace Anglican Church

Fitchburg, MA

PRAYER CORNER

  
Continue to pray for the
ADNE and the resources we need
to do the work God has given us
to do. 
 
Pray for Bishop Bill, for the
strength and power of the Spirit to
aid him in this season of work; for
a Summer of blessing and
provision as we grow during this
new Ordinary Time.
 
Pray for the Council of Canons:
Alex Cameron, Ross Kimball,
Andrea Mueller, and Susan
Skillen.

Timothy's Anglican Mission
(Burlington, VT), Church of the
Good Shepherd (Forestdale, MA)

This year's Clergy Conference brought together our leaders for a time of reflection,
sharing stories of God's work in their lives, and prayer. All three days were set aside
for them to meet with Bishop Bill and hear from one another. The conference's main
theme was finding common ground with others, both believers and unbelievers, in
order to glorify Christ through our conversations, more specifically through the
personal stories we share about His influence in our lives. The three-day conference
brought this theme home through Bishop Bill's teachings, in discussions, testimonies,
and ministry. Clergy were able to share their stories of what God was doing in the
midst of them.

 

They were also encouraged to see themselves as part of God's story in Jesus,



and All Saints Anglican Church
(Attleboro, MA) as they search for
new rectors.

As always, refer to the ADNE
Cycle of Prayer each week.

EVENTS

 

Vermont Clericus
Wednesday, June 1

Mid-Vermont Christian School
White River Junction, VT

Diaconal Ordination
Saturday, June 4

All Saints' Anglican Church
Amesbury, MA

Connecticut Clericus
Friday, June 10

All Nations Academy
New Haven, CT

JOB OPENINGS

Vicar
St. Timothy Anglican Mission

Burlington, VT
More Information

Vicar
Church of the Good Shepherd

Forestdale, MA
More Information

Be sure to pass this on to anyone
qualified in search of a job! 

beginning on The Feast of the Ascension, which took place on the first night of the
conference. Bishop Bill preached and celebrated Communion, with Canons Susan
Skillen and Andrea Mueller serving at the altar by his side. He taught about the
Ascension's importance in establishing our position in God, not only as redeemed
souls through Christ's Resurrection but as enthroned human beings, reigning with
Him from Heaven. He asked whether we are living into the truth of the Ascension,
and if we truly understand what it means for us. On Ascension Day we were glorified
in Jesus, lifted up into the Heavenly places above every power that may stand against
us. Though fully realized on the Last Day, we rule and reign through Christ now, who
rules and reigns in Heaven. This causes us to demonstrate the ascended Jesus in our
lives as the Spirit through us brings the reality of the reign of Christ to earth.

 

The second day brought a mix of teaching, discussion, prayer, worship, and ministry
time. The theme of Conversations on Common Ground fueled the first session of
teaching, which encouraged this engagement with others over our own personal
"Gospel story". Clergy broke into small groups, wrote down their own stories of how
Jesus had transformed their lives in specific situations, and then shared them with
their group. The world's own stories are many: stories of claiming identity apart from
God; giving in to money, sex, and power; and making individual paths to worldly
success. Throughout the day, Bishop Bill touched on how our stories are radically
different and how to share them, particularly in a post-Christian and Hyper-
sexualized culture.
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For more information, 
email ad-ne@ad-ne.org.

IN CASE YOU
MISSED IT

Resources for the New ACNA
Sunday Lectionary

Archbishop Foley Beach and
Bishop Bill Murdoch have asked
us to use the new ACNA Sunday
Lectionary and Collects beginning
on this past Pentecost Sunday.

In order to help everyone use this
new lectionary, here are a few
resources to help parishes get on
board and begin using the
appropriate readings if they have
not already.

These resources will hopefully
make it easy for everyone to
anticipate the Sunday scripture
lessons, because they are based
on the calendar date...
<<Continue Reading>>

New Zealand Launches New
FCA Initiative

Nearly 500 Anglicans from around
New Zealand, including the Vicars
of many larger churches, have
met together this week at two
conferences in Auckland and
Christchurch to launch the
Fellowship of Confessing

 

The afternoon brought a series of encouraging
stories from around the diocese, two of which
were of particular note: Christopher Hatton,
pastor of Trinity Church in Bridgewater, was
licensed as a lay catechist due to his
congregation's desire to work together with The
Rev. Leah Turner and the New Hope Anglican
community. Their partnership is an exciting step
in the life of the diocese. Another milestone was
the confirmation of Dr. Abraham Chan, a
professor at Gordon Conwell Theological
Seminary and former Lutheran minister. He,
along with a large group of Chinese Christians,
were moved to support and work with our
church plant in Biddeford, ME, led by The Rev.
Cinnamon Creedon. A movement grew in Hong
Kong and the surrounding areas among
Christians there who desired to support

evangelism and church planting in New England, since centuries ago it was New
England missionaries who brought the Gospel to China. Dr. Chan's confirmation was
one of the fruits of that movement. His and Bishop Bill's testimony surrounding this
endeavor touched all who were present to hear the story.
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Anglicans NZ (FCANZ). FCANZ is
a local expression of the Gafcon
movement, and a message of
support was read out at the
conferences from Most Rev Dr
Eliud Wabukala, Chair of the
Gafcon Primates.

The formation of FCANZ has
been in response to the passing
of Motion 30 in 2014 and
the subsequent release of the A
Way Forward Report, due to be
presented to the General
Synod of the Anglican Church in
Aotearoa, New Zealand and
Polynesia next month. . .
<<<Continue Reading>>>

Surprised by Beauty: The
Theology of Jonathan Edwards

Most Americans know Jonathan
Edwards (1703-1758), if they
know him at all, as the preacher of
"Sinners in the Hands of an Angry
God." Many conclude that he is
not only intimidating but also
repulsive because of the wrathful
God he depicts n painful
detail. This perception of Edwards
is not new. Harriet Beecher Stowe
complained that Edwards'
sermons on sin and suffering
were "refined poetry of
torture." After staying up one night
reading Edwards' treatise on the
will, Mark Twain reported that
"Edwards' God shines red and
hideous in the glow from the fires
of hell, their only right and proper
adornment. By God, I was
ashamed to be in such company."

Few Americans have known that
Edwards was actually obsessed
not by God's wrath but by God's
beauty . . . <<Continue
Reading>> 

 

Saturday night was a time for worship, testimony, and prayer as clergy came together
to hear The Rev. Canon Ross Kimball give a testimony from his own life, encouraging
our clergy to seek help when comfort is needed and trials are faced. A time for small
groups followed, which allowed each person to share their struggles and receive
prayer from their brothers and sisters.

The last day of the conference was set aside for practical discussions and presentations
surrounding the ministerial and financial life of the diocese. One of those
presentations was by The Rev. Dr. Nathan Baxter, who talked about the formation of
All Saints' Anglican Church, Amesbury, as the diocesan cathedral, which will serve as
a place for discipleship, ministry, and refreshment for our clergy. The Rev. Baxter set
forth a vision of cathedral that is complimentary to the ADNE's mission, embodying
in its location and ministry God's purpose for the Kingdom and His Church.

 

Bishop Bill recently wrote, "We, the Christ followers in every generation, carry the
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Good News of the Gospel. We have a story of how that good news changed and is
continuing to change our life stories. Our question is, Do we expect that our story of
the Good News can still change the lives of people we meet?" He is passionate about
training and forming those we disciple to be more effective in their conversations with
others and their witness for Christ. That formation begins with Church leadership,
who in turn bring it to those in their congregations, who in turn bring it to the people
in their lives who don't know Jesus. That is why this conference brought out the
stories that have marked us as a diocese and have crafted the men and women who
lead the Church in New England.

ACNA Consecrates Bishop Ron Jackson

On Thursday, April 28, the ACNA Consecrated the new bishop of the Diocese of the
Great Lakes, The Rt. Rev. Ron Jackson. Our own Bishop Bill Murdoch attended the
recognition and retirement party for Bishop Roger Ames, founding bishop of the
Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes (ADGL). He gave a testimony at the end of the
ADGL Synod regarding the work of God being done in the ADNE, and recent
developments in our diocese.  And during the consecration, he acted as one of the co-
consecrating Bishops, who, along with Archbishop Foley Beach, welcomed him into
the ACNA College of Bishops. Sally Murdoch also took part in blessing Bishop
Jackson's wife, Patty, as all the Bishops' wives stood around her and prayed for
her. The service took place at St. Bernard's Church in Akron, Ohio. Below is a
republication of the day's events, taken from the ADGL website and Ohio.com, where
you can find additional pictures:

The Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes opened a new chapter Thursday, six
years after its establishment, by consecrating Ronald W. Jackson as its second
bishop in a ceremony at St. Bernard Catholic Church in Akron.

The procession was led by Archbishop Foley Beach, head of the Anglican Church
in North America. Anglican bishops and other church representatives from across
the continent took part in the service, some coming from as far as Texas, Canada



and New England.

"I enjoy seeing a new beginning," said Dan Klueg, one of about 250 attendees that
filled the pews of the ornate church. "I'm confident [in Jackson] because the
concept is steeped in prayer. We're listening to God, which is what I want to be
part of."

The elaborate two-hour service was based on an ancient ceremony clad in
symbolism, involving bishops laying their hands upon Jackson, numerous prayers
and music from a live band and choir that played a wide variety of Christian
music.

Jackson will succeed Founding Bishop Roger Ames, who is stepping down to be
an assistant bishop. Under Ames, the diocese has grown from 15 parishes to 55
since 2010.

"He is a dedicated man of prayer. He's had a strong experience of the spirit," Ames
said of Jackson. "I just think the Holy Spirit clearly has selected him. He's a very
brilliant guy, too."

The ACNA was founded in 2008 by orthodox Anglicans who broke away from the
American Episcopal Church due to its liberal views on homosexuality. The break
was initiated by the Episcopal Church's consecration of an openly gay bishop in
2003, V. Eugene Robinson and the 2002 decision by the Canadian diocese of New
Westminster to bless same-sex unions.

The Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes, which extends from southern Ontario to
Lexington, Ky., was established in 2010.

Anglican services are typically held at St. Luke's Anglican Church in Fairlawn.
However, Roman Catholic Bishop Richard Lennon granted Ames permission to
use St. Bernard for the consecration to accommodate the large crowd.

"There is really good cooperation between the Roman Catholics and Anglicans at
the moment," Ames said. Ames explained that Gregory Venables, an Anglican
bishop in Argentina, was friends with Pope Francis before he became the pope.

"There was a very strong Anglican connection between Pope Francis and our
friend, and that has kind of filtered down in various ways. When we asked Bishop
Lennon, he jumped at the opportunity to share, and we really appreciate it."

"He was very kind and gracious to make St. Bernard available," Jackson added.
Jackson was ordained as a priest in 1973. Since then, he has served in churches all
over, including California, Tennessee and Capetown in South Africa. He has had
an even broader reach in his missionary work, serving in India, South America
and Africa. Jackson also taught ministry at Trinity College in England for six years
before being elected as bishop. He and his wife, Patricia, have four children and
six grandchildren.

"I kind of have a world perspective of the church and not just a local perspective
of the church," said Ames, who noted the diversity of parishioners within the
diocese; some hail from South America and Africa. "We have wonderful
influences. We don't have to go out to the world, the world is coming to us. One of
the things we want to be able to do is reach out to people of different cultures."



Visit Our website to see the full video of Bishop Jackson's Consecration service and the
online photo gallery!

EPISCOPAL VISITS

May 1, 2016 - Sunday, May 1st, Bishop Bill visited St. Timothy Anglican Mission in
Burlington, VT after arriving from Ohio and the consecration of Bishop Ron Jackson. He
first met with Fr. Bill Blomquist, St. Timothy's interim priest, on Sunday morning to
discuss developments in the congregation and the spiritual life of the community, after
which he met with the vicar discovery team to discuss updates on the search process
and organize visits from the final candidates. Bishop Bill then had lunch with the vestry
to talk about the upcoming examination of candidates and the specifics of the decision-
making process. 
Sunday afternoon's service was a busy one, with 13 confirmation, reception, and
reaffirmation candidates; all of which were able to meet with Bishop Bill before the
service began. He preached and celebrated, along with confirming and receiving these
13 into the Anglican Church in North America:

Confirmations:
Kara Krikorian

Kate Oster
Lea Coker
Eric Taylor

Ruth Milhouse
Ray Mulhouse

Receptions:
Tammy Dennison

Cassie Paulsen
Sheila Scanlan
Dave Bowers

Katherine Schad
Reaffirmations:

Judy Norton
Arabella Hubbard
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Nathaniel Norton

We welcome them not only into the ADNE and the ACNA but also into the confirmed
fellowship of Christ's Church and the Global Anglican Communion.

The sermon for the day was based on John 14:23 and the promise that Jesus makes to all
believers: that everyone who loves Him and keeps His commandments, the Father will
love and make His home in and with him or her. What kind of home does God make in
our life? What impact does that have on our life and the way we live? Bishop Bill
explored these questions and the relationship between the reality of the living presence
of God in our lives and the visible transformation that shapes us.

* * * * *

Pentecost was this past Sunday, and Bishop Bill spent it with our brothers and sisters at
Christ the Redeemer, Franklin. He began his visit on Friday, when he met with
Redeemer's vestry for dinner, in order to review the progress they've experienced in
their ministry development. They have completed their first new members class and
have had a long run of full church services, solidifying their vision and mission to the
Franklin community under The Rev. Dan Sylvia's leadership. Saturday night, Bp. Bill
got to spend time with the Sylvias and their five boys for dinner at their house (and
celebrated the Red Sox win with them!).

During Sunday's service, Bp. Bill taught on the Holy Spirit, taking the themes and
doctrines found in the new ACNA collects and preface for Pentecost and using them to
illustrate the Church's view of the Person and Work of the Spirit. A common Latin
maxim: lex orandi, lex credendi (what I pray, I believe) sums up the importance of our
prayer book and how what we believe about the Spirit's centrality in the life of the
Church has been and should be expressed through our prayers and expectations.

During the service, Bp. Bill confirmed and received seven new individuals:

Received:
Patricia Georgianne Alarie

Dianne May Esdale
Mary Elizabeth Meade Sutton

William Arthur Deans

Confirmed:



Michael Theodore Holt
Joan Jury Holt
Todd Murphy

Bishop Bill celebrated Eucharist, during which he prayed with over twenty people. He
continued to minister and talk with the congregation after the service, including a set
time for discussion in a Q & A session.

The Anglican Diocese in New England would like to welcome the new members
recently received into the Anglican Communion. Please keep them and Church of the
Redeemer, Franklin in your prayers.

IN OTHER NEWS

Beeson Divinity and the ACNA Partner Together

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (May 11, 2016) - The Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) recently approved Samford
University's Beeson Divinity School's Certificate of Anglican Studies (CAS) to be officially recognized by the
denomination as only one of two non-Anglican seminaries in the United States to train Anglican clergy. 

The announcement came from ACNA's Archbishop Foley Beach while he was in Nairobi, Kenya at the Global
Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON) Primates Meeting in April. "We are excited that one of the most rigorous
seminary programs in the United States has a well-developed track for training clergy and laypeople in the Anglican
way," Beach said. "We look forward to a strong partnership with Beeson in the future."

Beeson Divnity's founding dean, Timothy George, hopes that this is a partnership that will deepen and flourish for
years to come. "In past years Beeson has attracted a growing number of Anglican students," George said. "Our
interdenominational divinity school is delighted to be able to train men and women for ministry in the growing
worldwide Anglican Communion."

Beeson established an Anglican Institute and the CAS in 2014 to foster biblical Anglicanism and to help students
deepen their knowledge and practice of Anglican belief, worship and spirituality. This certificate is awarded with the



successful completion of the M.Div. degree through Beeson. Four Anglican churches in the Birmingham area offer
opportunities for Anglican internships that meet the certificate requirements.

"Our interdenominational faculty provides students with differing but orthodox perspectives. And with seven
Anglican professors, we are able to give abundant personal attention to Anglican ordinands," said Anglican Chair of
Divinity Gerald McDermott, who also oversees the Anglican Institute. "Beeson aims to be the premier center for
orthodox Anglican training in the South."

The Summer Season Begins on Cape Cod

The Anglican Church of the Good Shepherd in Forestdale (Sandwich) & The Anglican Church of the Resurrection in
Brewster want to welcome the ADNE and all ACNA New Englanders to worship with them during the Cape Cod
Summer!

Cape Cod is one of New England's premiere destinations for Summer vacations. Whether it's cozy coastal villages like
Woods Hole, Barnstable Harbor, or Yarmouthport; the islands of Nantucket and Martha's Vineyard; or the miles of
sand and surf at the National Seashore, Cape Cod has plenty to see and due in the Summer months. We want to
remind the ADNE of our two locations for worship.



 

Each church will be offering Holy Communion every Sunday at 9 AM during July and August (Resurrection has 10
AM services up through the month of June). Resurrection also has a short Worship service @ 7:30 AM on Breakwater
Beach in Brewster during July and August.

Please feel free to come in your vacation attire, Cape Cod Casual! Good Shepherd is located at 53 Route 130, Forestdale
(508 420 0800) and is pastored by Interim Vicar, The Rev. Jim Gunn; Resurrection is located at 1673 Main St. Route 6A,
Brewster at The Council on Aging Building (508 896 2550) and is pastored by The Rev. Alan Wilmot, Vicar.

Have a Great Summer!


